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1. Brief Davis v. Davis.  

2. Assume the Davis v. Davis can be appealed to a further, higher court.  The class will be divided into working groups of 4-5 students each.


Group 1 will be assigned to write an argument for Mr. Junior Davis on appeal.  

Group 2 will write an argument for Mrs. Mary Davis.

Group 3 will write an argument in an amicus curiae brief from the state Attorney General.  Amicus curiae means the party is being allowed to intervene as a ‘friend of the court’ because it has something special to contribute.

Group 4 will write the amicus brief for a state association for reproductive rights.

Group 5 will write an opinion as a judicial panel set to overturn the judgment of the case below.

Group 6 write an opinion as a judicial panel set to affirm the judgment of the case below.  [30-40 minutes]

The six groups will each choose one spokesperson to present their argument to the class. [20-30 minutes]

3. Each group should divide itself into two subgroups of 2-3 students each (subgroup A and subgroup B).


Subgroup A will represent Junior; Subgroup B will represent Mary.

Subgroup A and B have 20-30 minutes to try to draft a written agreement in which Junior and Mary come to a consensus about what to do regarding disposition of the frozen embryos.  The goal is to try to come up with a solution together and write it up.

The groups will then present their work to the class.

A variation on this exercise is to have 2 persons represent Mrs. Davis, 2 represent Mr. Davis, and 2 act as mediators to facilitate consensus. 
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